
Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time  June 12, 2005 

By Bernie Beglane 

 “They pray too much in the 
seminary. I don’t want to pray.” 
 Then contemplating the priesthood 
in his native India, Father Sabbas 
Rodrigues was responding to a question put 
to him by the Rev. Joseph Salazar. 
 Father Sabby had been constantly 
asking questions pertaining to his faith and 
Father Salazar turned the tables on the 
inquisitive young man. 
 “‘You are constantly asking 
questions,’ Father Salazar used to reply to 
me,” recalled Father Sabby, associate pastor 
at St. Rosalie’s Parish for the last five 
years. 
 “‘Why not enter the seminary and 
study to become a priest? All of your 
questions will be answered.’” 

 To which Father Sabby must have surprised the priest by answering, “They pray too much in the 
seminary. 
 “I don’t want to pray. I want to play soccer.” 
 The priest was ready for Father Sabby’s challenge. 
 “He told me ‘You will get the chance to play not only soccer but also volleyball and basketball,’” 
continued Father Sabby, one of eight children---six sons and two daughters---of Livia and Joseph Rodrigues. 
 “‘But you will study, too.’ And I replied, 
‘Wonderful’ and we were off to study at St. Pius X 
Seminary.” 
 Ordination for the Diocese of Mumbai took 
place on Dec. 21, 1961. One of his brothers, Bosco, 
followed him into the priesthood, was ordained 
Dec. 21, 1967, and currently serves in India. 
 Three siblings---Ignatius, Peter and Maria--
-have gone on to their eternal rewards. Two 
brothers, Edward and Isidoro, and one sister, 
Philomena, all reside in Bombay. 
 For his first assignment upon being 
ordained, Father Sabby was sent to St. Francis 
Xavier Parish, Bhandup. 
 “I used to walk two miles each way to visit 
parishioners living on the hillsides so that I could 
talk with them and bless their homes,” stated the priest. 
 “We had a school in the parish and it went from the fifth through 12th grades. I taught 40 periods a 
week and also trained altar boys.” 
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 After one year, Father Sabby was transferred to Our 
Lady of Salvation Parish in Mumbai where much of his time 
was spent counseling alcoholics. 
 “From 7 P.M. to midnight I would visit the slums where 
they lived,” he stated. “I used to get other alcoholics who were 
on their way to recovery to assist me.” 
 Father Sabby also spent 35 hours a week teaching and 
organized the St. John Vianney Youth Group. 
 “We organized soccer teams for youngsters starting at 
five years of age,” related the priest. 
 “Still, some of my own students from the school were in 
the gangs with the alcoholics in the slums.” 

 Father Sabby also 
was assigned to teach 
religion at Antonia da Silva 
H.S. (a public school), Bombay. 
 “It was the last refuge for all Catholic students,” he continued. 
“There were war lords and rumbles on the streets. 
 “We had to explain matters to them and emphasize that they 
obey the rules of the school as well as the priests or they would be 
expelled. 
 “Some of the students threatened teachers and the priests saying 
they would react against them if they were given non-passing grades.” 
A transfer to St. Vincent de Paul Parish was next and parents from the 
slums got together and built St. Vincent de Paul School from scratch by 
conducting fund raisers. 
 “Tuition was $1 a month for Catholics and $4 for non-
Catholics,” explained Father Sabby. “The idea was to try and keep the 
children off the streets.” 
 Four years later, Father 
Sabby arrived in the U.S., serving 
for seven years in the Archdiocese 
of Newark before coming to the 
Diocese of Rockville Centre in 

1984. He was incardinated in 1994 while serving at Christ the King 
Parish, Commack. 
 Prior to that he was at St. Gertrude, Bayville and St. Vincent de 
Paul, Elmont. Since then at Holy Redeemer, Freeport, where he was 
granted a fourth degree in the Knights of Columbus. 
 “I have been in this country for 28 years,” he stated, “and it was 
my way of paying back all the good people who helped me while I was 
studying for the priesthood. 
 “It was through money sent by (the late) Bishop Fulton Sheen that 
helped pay my tuition in the seminary. And one American family, 
through Bishop Sheen, sent me my first chalice in memory of a Janine 
DeWitt. 
 “I also was responsible for Robert Santa Barbara being ordained a 
priest when I was in New Jersey. I answered all of his objections about 
becoming a priest just as Father Salazar did for me.” 
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